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SENATE BI LL 6643

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Schm dt and Carl son

Read first tinme 01/28/2004. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to famly visitation for dependent children; and
anmendi ng RCW 13. 34. 136.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.34.136 and 2003 ¢ 227 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Whenever a child is ordered renoved fromthe child' s hone, the
agency charged with his or her care shall provide the court wth:

(a) A permanency plan of care that shall identify one of the
followng outcones as a primary goal and nmay identify additional
outcones as alternative goals: Return of the child to the hone of the
child s parent, guardian, or |egal custodian; adoption; guardi anship;
per manent | egal custody; long-termrelative or foster care, until the
child is age eighteen, with a witten agreenent between the parties and
the care provider; successful conpletion of a responsible living skills
program or independent living, if appropriate and if the child is age
si xteen or ol der. The departnent shall not discharge a child to an
i ndependent living situation before the child is eighteen years of age
unl ess the child beconmes emanci pated pursuant to chapter 13.64 RCW
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(b) Unless the court has ordered, pursuant to RCW 13.34.130(4),
that a termnation petition be filed, a specific plan as to where the
child wll be placed, what steps wll be taken to return the child
honme, what steps the agency will take to pronote existing appropriate
sibling relationships and/or facilitate placenent together or contact
in accordance with the best interests of each child, and what actions
the agency will take to maintain parent-child ties. Al aspects of the
pl an shall include the goal of achieving permanence for the child.

(i) The agency plan shall specify what services the parents wll be
offered to enable themto resune custody, what requirenents the parents
nmust neet to resune custody, and a tine limt for each service plan and
parental requirenent.

(i1) Visitation is the right of the famly, including the child and
the parent. Early, consistent, and frequent visitation is crucial for
mai ntaining parent-child relationships and neking it possible for
parents and children to safely reunify. The agency shall encourage the
maxi mum parent and child and sibling contact possible, including
regul ar visitation and participation by the parents in the care of the
child while the child is in placenent. Visitation shall not be Ilimted
as a sanction for a parent's failure to conply with court orders or
services where the health, safety, or welfare of the child is not at
risk as a result of the visitation. Visitation may be |limted or
denied only if the court determ nes that such limtation or denial is
necessary to protect the child' s health, safety, or welfare. The court
and the agency should rely upon community resources, relatives, foster
parents, and other appropriate persons to provide transportation and
supervision for visitation to the extent that such resources are
avail able and the child's safety would not be conprom sed. Supervision
of visitation shall not be required except when necessary to protect
the child's health, safety, or welfare.

(tit) A child shall be placed as close to the child' s hone as
possi ble, preferably in the child s own nei ghborhood, unless the court
finds that placenent at a greater distance is necessary to pronpte the
child s or parents' well -being.

(iv) The agency charged with supervising a child in placenent shal
provide all reasonable services that are available within the agency,
or within the community, or those services which the departnment has
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existing contracts to purchase. It shall report to the court if it is
unabl e to provide such services; and

(c) If the court has ordered, pursuant to RCW 13.34.130(4), that a
termnation petition be filed, a specific plan as to where the child
will be placed, what steps will be taken to achi eve permanency for the
child, services to be offered or provided to the child, and, if
visitation would be in the best interests of the child, a
recommendation to the court regarding visitation between parent and
child pending a fact-finding hearing on the termnation petition. The
agency shall not be required to develop a plan of services for the
parents or provide services to the parents if the court orders a
term nation petition be filed. However, reasonable efforts to ensure
visitation and contact between siblings shall be nmade unless there is
reasonabl e cause to believe the best interests of the child or siblings
woul d be j eopardi zed.

(2) If the court determnes that the continuation of reasonable
efforts to prevent or elimnate the need to renove the child fromhis
or her home or to safely return the child hone should not be part of
t he permanency plan of care for the child, reasonable efforts shall be
made to place the child in a tinely manner and to conpl ete whatever
steps are necessary to finalize the permanent placenent of the child.

(3) The court shall consider the child's relationships with the
child' s siblings in accordance with RCW 13. 34.130(3).

--- END ---
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